
His Presence:  
The Gift that Keeps Giving 
 

Here we are again, just past Christmas.  The pre-
sents have all been opened and it won’t be long 
until the decorations start coming down.  No doubt 
if you’ve been to a church service or listened to a 
Pastoral broadcast that you’ve heard about the 
Greatest gift ever given… the gift of the newborn 
Christ.  But have you really opened this gift?  
Have you truly received Him?  
 

I had known ‘about’ Jesus for so long without 
really having ‘experienced’ Him.  I can’t say for 
sure when it happened, but one thing I can say for 
certain:  whatever I thought I knew before I now 
realize was more theory than practice; more hypo-
thetical than actual.   
 

But I have to let you know:  for me it wasn’t like 
bursting forth into hands-raised Hallelujahs (but it 
is for some!)  For me it was a small sense of 
peace that just seems to keep growing.  It’s a little 
voice inside that tells me when I need to correct 
my tone or words or actions; and increasingly find-
ing myself enjoying things I never used to desire 
and not desiring things I used to enjoy… and 
every bit of it is amazing and wonderful and awe-
some!  It makes me feel as though I had been 
given a present that was so nicely wrapped I de-
cided not to open it, as if whatever was inside 
couldn’t be nearly as nice as the paper and bow. 
Boy, was I ever wrong!   
 

And so somehow, by God’s grace, I came to re-
ceive Christ; to open the box and take out what’s 

JANUARY 2012 inside. And actually there are so many 
things inside…an endless treasure!  
Peace, security, understanding, favor, 
forgiveness, gentleness, love.  Admit-
tedly, sometimes I forget some of the 
things I’ve been given (that’s where the 
correction comes in).  So sometimes I 
have to take a step back and ask for 
God’s help in having me hear His Spirit 
and heed His voice, essentially praying 
for an ever-increasing closeness with 
Him.   
 

So this is my Christmas prayer:  that all 
people everywhere experience the love 
of Christ, the gifts of salvation and all 
that comes with it.  It’s my prayer that all 
my family, friends, neighbors, acquaint-
ances, strangers, even my adversaries 
open the box!  I don’t care if they care-
fully pull up the taped edges or tear at it 
in a frenzy… just open it already!  If 
you’re not sure whether or not you’ve 
opened the box, pray for it.  Pray for 
others, too:  I’ll bet there are a lot of 
people out there that were just like me: 
they think they’re where they need to be 
but just don’t know better. 
 

Once I accepted and received Christ 
and started to know all that He is, I real-
ized that He just keeps giving and giv-
ing… it’s all there for the taking!  First 
simple things, then higher things, then 
Heavenly things!  And I can’t imagine 
what He has waiting for me (and you!) 
in eternity! 
    ~Cindy Philbin 



MEN’S BREAKFAST 
 

Saturday, January 7 
9:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All men are welcome to join us for 
some good food, good fellowship and 
lively conversation… Bring a friend! 
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Remember our Troops! 
 

 

LADIES NIGHT OUT  
 

Tuesday, February 7 
at 6:00 p.m.  

 
We will be  

ordering from a favorite place  
or you may bring your own dinner.  

 
"The Help"  

will be the movie shown followed 
by dessert and beverage.  

 
ALL WELCOME! ~ BRING A FRIEND! 

 
Our Ladies Night Out gatherings are 
generally the first Tuesday of each 
month.  If you are planning to attend we 
kindly ask that you indicate so in the 
Sunday bulletin sign-up sheet so we 
can make adequate plans.  This is es-
pecially important when we will be din-
ing out as reservations need to be made 
in advance for our large group.  
Thank you! 

Deadline for February 
Newsletter:  JAN. 15-22 



  PASTOR’S THOUGHTS 
Dear Friends,  
 

A blessed New Year to you.  Thank you for being part of the community of faith at Parkway 
Church as we explore and experience God’s purposes for us and the world through Jesus 
Christ. 
 
This past year was difficult for many of us.  I began the year being treated for cancer.  We all 
faced economic difficulties.  We buried our dead and struggled with recurring illnesses and 
limitations.  Our nation faced devastating storms and we honored the tenth anniversary of 9-
11.  Conflicts overseas killed many, including Americans. 
 

Yet not to be forgotten were the joys.  Children and grandchildren were born and baptized.  I 
officiated at seven weddings.  Healing and restoration to health took place.  We grew in faith 
and practiced compassion.  God-giving financial support enabled us to maintain Parkway 
Church.  There was much for which to praise God. 
 

I cannot see into the future.  But I do know the God whose presence will shape the future. 
Last year at this time I wrote: 
 

 I believe (deep down) that a Good God made a good world filled with wonderful possi-
bilities.  If I choose to follow the example of Jesus, I will see my world shaped by a lov-
ing Heavenly Father. 

 

I continue to remind myself of this, my bedrock faith.  In the words of our church catechism, 
“My only COMFORT is that I belong to Jesus Christ.”  Growing up, for many of us, comfort 
meant that we were in the good care of our parents.  Now I realize that the care of my Heav-
enly Father is more important.  His care embraces me and my parents. 
   

In 2011 we passed three dates that dooms-day sayers proclaimed would be the end of the 
world as we know it. Nothing happened.  For me, this is a sign of the presence of a Good 
God, one who has more to show and teach us about this amazing universe and life on planet 
earth.  Despite economic strife and political violence (verbal and physical), historians see 
signs of human life getting better on planet earth.  For me, these are signs of God’s salva-
tion. 
 

Many of us face steep challenges in the months ahead.  Let us remember: (1) God is with all 
who seek God, in all the many ways that God is known to us.  Divine strength (what we in 
the church call grace and mercy) is offered to all.  In and through Jesus Christ the Divine 
Presence touches our lives.  (2) We are surrounded by people who are our friends, who de-
sire to help.  In our church and in our groups, many go an extra mile to assist others.  Let no 
one walk alone in this new year. 
 

May God fill you with strength and peace, aware of the wonder of living and surrounded with 
enough good friends to find happiness.  If I or Parkway Church can assist you on your jour-
ney of life, please give us a call.  May God bless us all. 
 

Peace and blessings, 
 ~ Pastor Hank 
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 CONSISTORY ELECTION RESULTS 
 
Our annual Congregational Meeting to elect Consistory members was held on  
Sunday, December 11, 2011 after our worship service.  The following persons were 
elected to serve on Consistory beginning January 8, 2012. 
 

Anna Bishop and Kelly Pedone as Elders 
Glen Affonso and Ray Bookstaver as Deacons 

 
We thank them for their willingness to be nominated, and we ask God to bless this de-
cision by our congregation.  It is our intention to ordain and install these persons at 
worship on Sunday, January 8, 2012 .  If anyone knows of any reason why any of 
these should not be installed, please speak with Pastor Lay or Vice President Ron 
Cox immediately.  We ask your continued prayerful support of our Congregation as 
we seek God’s guidance for our future. 
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CARD FOR OUR TROOPS 
 

Although we are busy with our post-Christmas rituals, let us not forget our troops who 
have spent these holidays far from home, away from their family and friends.  Espe-
cially this month please remember:  
 

 
 
If you have a loved one on our military list, please check to see that we have a current 
address.   Or, if you prefer that cards be sent to you or someone else, to be forwarded 
to our servicemen and –women, please let us know.  May God keep all of our military, 
and their families, in His good care. 

CLOTHING BIN 
 
Parkway Community Church recently set up a clothing collection bin in its parking lot 
as part of a project that the Long Island Council of Churches and the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul are doing together to place more collection boxes across the Island.   
 
Tons of used clothing end up in landfills every year—clothes that somebody some-
where needs. You can now put your old clothes to good use—and keep them out of a 
landfill—by using the green box in our parking lot.  



  SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

The Church School children were very excited about their participation in the Christ-
mas Eve Service on December 24, 2011 at 5:00 p.m.  
 

The Kidz Hand Bell Choir  led by Betsy Johns began the Christmas Eve Service 
with "Joy to the World."  
 

"A Simple Pageantry" was presented. Our Readers, Joe Leuci, Alice Jean Winter-
halter, Patricia Cox, Martine Hackett and Matt Webe r were the voices for our Cast.  
 

The Pageant began with the entrance of our Church School shepherds and angels 
followed by the Cast. The Congregation joined in with singing familiar Christmas Car-
ols throughout the Pageant.  
 

Kayla Lopez represented Emperor Augustus and the two court officials were Joanna 
Green and Melanie Hock . Mary was beautifully portrayed by Samantha Bishop , and 
Erik Lehmann was our very impressive Joseph. This year we had a donkey for Mary 
and Joseph represented by Mallory Green . Connie O'Hara once again shone as An-
gel Gabriel. The children joined in the singing of "Away in the Manger." The arrival of 
our elegant Wise Men — Philip Iniguez, Michael Bishop and Charlie Weber — be-
gan with Morgan Hock representing the Star that they followed to the Manger pre-
senting their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The shepherds and angels were 
excited to see the baby Jesus and lifted up their voices to sing "Joy For the World." 

Many thanks and appreciation go out to the dedicated people  who took care of set-
ting up and taking down the staging ; to John Strauch, our prop person; to Steve 
Green on the sound system; to Ron Cox, Bob Schroter and Bob Hampson  on light-
ing; to the parents who helped with the costuming of the children and cast and to the 
Congregation for their warm response to "A Simple Pageantry."  
 

In addition to singing praises to our leaders, Pastor Harold Lay, Fran Baer, Kristin 
Cox, Joan Antonik, Patricia Cox, Ruth Leuci , a very special heartfelt thank you is 
extended to Beth Vaz for her ministry of music and direction.  
 

The Church School Teaching Staff looks forward to an exciting 2012 continuing to 
learn and follow what it means to be a child of Christ.  
 

     HAPPY NEW YEAR!     ~Gladys Hampson 
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 Week of Prayer Service 
 
Every year in January Christians around the world gather to pray for the unity of the 
Christian church.  Jesus prayed in the Gospel of John, chapter 17, that believers “may 
be one as you and I, Father, are one.”  This unity, while it is the prayer of Jesus him-
self, finds little expression in the realities of the church on earth today.  Protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches have rules that keep their members separate.  Even “sister” 
churches delight in their friendship but spend most of the Christian lives apart. 
 

On Sunday afternoon, January 22, at 4:00 p.m. the members of The Lutheran Church 
of St. Stephen, The Parkway Community Church, and Hicksville United Methodist 
Church will gather at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church for a time of prayer and reflection 
on our relationships.  We all have long histories here in Hicksville.  This service is an 
opportunity to enter one of our  sanctuaries and discover familiar faces. 
 

Plans are developing for a special speaker.  All interested persons are welcome to at-
tend.  Further information may be obtained by phoning Holy Trinity Church: 931-1920. 
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REMEMBER OUR HOME-BOUND  
 

This season can be a most difficult time for those struggling with loneliness.  
Please take a few moments and drop a line, send a card or pay a visit to our home-
bound.  
 
    

“Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Fa-
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was 
hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something 
to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was 
sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’   

Matt. 25:34-36 



Dear Friends: 
 
Greetings from the Parkway Community Church!  We hope this newsletter finds you 
well.   
 
On December 16, 2011, the Parkway Community Church officially celebrated its 60th 
Year of Service to God and our Community and we will be marking this occasion 
with an Anniversary Luncheon on: 
 
 

Sunday, February 26, 2012 
12:30 p.m. 

 
at the 

 
The Carltun 

Eisenhower Park 
East Meadow, New York 

 
Cost:  $45.00/adult 
        $30.00/child 

 
 
This Anniversary Celebration is a wonderful opportunity for us to thank God for all that 
He has provided over these 60 years.  If you are able to join us, please complete the 
form below and return it to the church office by February 5, 2012. 
 
 

Best Wishes from the 
60th Anniversary Committee 

 
 

60th ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 
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 Name:   

    

# Adult Tickets:   

    

# Child Tickets:   

    

Total $ Enclosed:   



 ANGEL TREE  
 

What a great joy!  Thanks to everyone who participated in our annual Angel 
Tree Project!  All the gifts were delivered to the office of mercy at St. Ignatius. 
Parkway gave gifts to over 40 people , who are now touched by the spirit of 
Christ.  GREAT JOB PARKWAY! 
          ~Anna Bishop  
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60th ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE RAFFLE 
 

The 60th Anniversary Luncheon is just over a month away.  For some, the cost of the 
ticket may be too much, especially for a large family.  For a chance to help, the Anni-
versary Committee has been holding monthly raffles, selling tickets for $1 each, 6 tick-
ets for $5).   
 

Congratulations to Klaus Padrock and Lynn Cardozo  who each won one ticket to 
the Anniversary Luncheon (a $45 value!).  Winners can choose to keep the ticket and 
save themselves the cost of the luncheon or donate it to a family who may not be able 
to attend due to the cost.   
 

Tickets are still being sold after church service each Sunday.  The last drawing will be 
held on Sunday, January 29 (winner need not be present).  All proceeds will go to the 
60th Anniversary Fund! Thank you for your support. 

FIRST STEP NURSERY SCHOOL 
 

 On Wednesday, December 21st, our 3 year olds and 4 year olds at First 
Step Nursery had their Holiday Show .  After practicing for many weeks we had our 
program in the sanctuary and sang many festive songs.  Parents and families were 
invited and joined us later for fruit punch and cookies.      

  

 
We want to thank Pastor Hank for his welcoming words and good wishes to our par-
ents and students, and Ron and Ray for all their help. 
 
On behalf of the staff and myself I would like to thank the Parkway Community Church 
and their parishioners for their support and determination to make our school so suc-
cessful.   

A Happy, Healthy New Year to all! 
 

            ~ Miss Jo 



 People and Happenings  
 
Much happens every month in the lives of the people in our church family.  We wish to 
share some happenings that we know of, and encourage you to share family joys and 
sorrows with your church friends.  
 

In December the following couples celebrated anniversaries: 
Mike and Cindy Philbin  (#4) 
Wayne and Nicole Hock  (#17) 
Pastor Ted and Nancy Grant  (#60) 

We join them in thanking God for the wisdom, love and strength needed to celebrate 
an anniversary. 
 
Betsy Johns and family joyfully celebrated the 90th birthday of her mother, Grace 
Johns.  
 
Recently John and Theresa Cuomo celebrated the arrival of another great grand-
child, Ava Anne , granddaughter of their deceased daughter Anne.  May God watch 
over this child and her mother. 
 

Please share your important events with your church family.  God desires that we love 
and support one another.  “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 
weep,” wrote the Apostle Paul in the Bible. 
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LOCAL BLOOD DRIVE 
 

HICKSVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 
9AM  —  3PM 

 
The church is located at 130 West Old Country Road in Hicksville, one 
block east of the intersection at Newbridge Road and Old County Road. 
They can be reached at 516-931-2626.   
 

Help support our local churches, hospitals and communities! 
 

Note:  You can donate blood every 56 days.   
If you donated at Parkway’s October 15th Blood Drive  
you are eligible to donate at the January 21st drive.  



  FIRST STEP NURSERY SCHOOL 
�
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The Parkway Community Church 
95 Stewart Avenue 
Hicksville, NY 11801 
  
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
DATED  MATERIAL 
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Child Care Available 

Handicapped Accessible 
Sunday School also at 10 A.M. 
Church Phone  516-938-1233  
www.ParkwayChurch.org 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 

Hicksville, NY 11801 
Permit No.  450 

CONSISTORY  
INSTALLATIONS 

 
TO BE HELD 

 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8 

 
Anna Bishop and Kelly Pedone 

as Elders 
 
Glen Affonso and Ray Bookstaver 

as Deacons 
 

Please pray for these and all our 
Consistory as they lead  

Parkway Church. 

 

PEACE and 
BLESSINGS  

IN THE  
NEW YEAR!  

ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 29 
After Worship  


